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Deep freeze 
fun 

FRANKIIKEMAN/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 
Grade 4 student Tristan 
Gullion, left in blue hat, 
takes a shot on net during 
a game of hockey at McKay 
Public School's winter 
carnival in Port Colborne 
last week. 
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The long train towards getting GO in Niagara 



Under any other circum¬ 
stance, the premier of Ontario 
trapped in gridlock, leaving a 
Niagara delegation waiting, 
would be a source of annoy- 


The collection of Niagara pol¬ 
iticians and staff were anxious 
for the meeting. They had lost 
their opportunity to sit down 
with Kathleen Wynne and her 
transportation minister, Steven 
Del Duca, more than a month 

solved the legislature and called 
an election. 

Oct. 23, 2014, represented 
a second chance to convince 
Queen's Park to expand GO rail 
service to Niagara, with com¬ 
muter stops in Grimsby, St. 
Catharines and Niagara Falls. 

The delegation waiting at 
White Oaks Resort in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake had data, includ¬ 
ing a positive environmental 
assessment from the body that 
governs GO, Metrolinx, to sup¬ 
port their case. More critically, 
they had something that almost 
always eludes politics in Niagara 
— a united front 

The typical parochialism Nia¬ 
gara is known for was cast aside. 
All 12 mayors, the regional 
chairman and all of regional 
council stood together to speak 
in a single voice on an issue 
many of them labelled a “game- 


But the premier was late, 
creeping forward in dense traf¬ 
fic on the Queen Elizabeth 
Way. And had this been a meet¬ 
ing about anything other than 
trains, the delay might have hob¬ 
bled the delegation's efforts. 

Instead, it helped prove a 

wards if I had put tacks on the 
highway, and I said, 'If I thought 
of it, you're damn right I would 
have,” says Niagara Falls Mayor 
Jim Diodati. “But the reality is, 
the premier getting stuck in traf¬ 
fic and being late for a meet¬ 
ing in Niagara made the point 
clearer than we could have: We 
need GO rail in Niagara." 

Part of the case for GO rail to 
Niagara is the assumption thatit 
would reduce congestion on the 
QEW and 406 highways, which 

people and goods, which costs 
money across several sectors. 

Del Duca says the gridlock 
problem is one impacting most 
of southern Ontario that doesn't 

quality oflife for many people. 

Whether it was the object les¬ 
son of Wynne being stock in 
traffic, the delegation's presen- 



JULIE JOCSAK/POSTMEDIA NETWORK 

Clockwise from top left: Bob Bentley, mayor of Grimsby: Alan Caslin, regional chair; Pat Darte, 
lord mayor of Niagara-on-the-Lake; Jim Diodati, mayor of Niagara Falls; Dan Carnegie, CAO of 
St. Catharines; Ken Todd, CAO of Niagara Falls; Matt Robinson, Region associate director of 
communications; and Sandra Easton, mayor of Lincoln, work on a plan to bring GO to Niagara 
in a war room they have set up at the Niagara Region head office. 


ration or both, the meeting at 
White Oaks changed the direc¬ 
tion of the effort to bring the rail 
service to the region. 

According to people in attend¬ 
ance, the premier instructed key 
provincial staff to start working 
closely with the regional delega¬ 
tion to put together a compre¬ 
hensive business case for the 
expansion of GO rail into Nia¬ 
gara. 

A resulting report — com¬ 
plied in consultation with both 
the MTO and Metrolinx — was 
first published in April 2015. 
Since then, the regional work¬ 
ing group has revised the report 
to answer a series of questions 
from the province. The docu¬ 
ment is now under final review 
by Queen's Park 

“I don't think there is any¬ 
thing more the region can do,” 
says St. Catharines MPP Jim 
Bradley. “I think they have done 
a very good job of putting their 
case forward and answering all 
the questions the provincial gov- 

With the hard work done in 
Niagara, all the region can do is 

Everyone involved in the Nia¬ 
gara GO plan — from regional 
chairman Alan Caslin to 
Ontario's minister of transpor¬ 
tation — suggest the timing for 
a possible expansion into the 
region could not better 

"There is an alignment hap¬ 
pening between the municipal, 
provincial and now the federal 
government, which is promis¬ 
ing billions more in infrastruc¬ 
ture funding,” says Del Duca. 
“No one wants to drag a process 
on longer than necessary and I 
think we are getting very close 
to making some very exciting 

Along with its completed 
business plan, the region is 
putting money where its mouth 


is. The projected costs for a Nia¬ 
gara GO expansion is between 
$100 million and $120 million. 

Caslin says the project will 
likely follow other large infra¬ 
structure efforts whereby local, 
provincial and federal govern¬ 
ments share costs. To that end, 
the region has set aside $10 mil¬ 
lion for GO expansion, with 
regional council ready to com¬ 
mit another $30 million. 

'We're ready,” Caslin says. 

Niagara may be closer than 
it has ever been to bringing GO 
rail to Niagara, but the road to 
get this point has been a long 

0I1 Talk about commuter GO 
service in Niagara predates the 
2009 launch of a summer service 
to Niagara Falls. But it didn’t get 
serious legs until spring 2011. 

Metrolinx was exploring GO 
expansion ideas and released 
an environmental assessment 
report about expansion to Nia¬ 
gara. It invited local politicians 
to comment on the report 

Diodati says he and former St 
Catharines mayor Brian McMul- 
lan saw the request for com¬ 
mentary as an opportunity to 
push GO Niagara from a hypo¬ 
thetical into a political reality. 

“So we put a motion before 
regional council, asking for 
council to support the idea of 
GO rail to Niagara Falls with 
stops in St. Catharines and 
Grimsby,” Diodati says. “We got 
unanimous support” 

The next two years saw some 
attempts drive the agenda for¬ 
ward, including Diodati push¬ 
ing for Niagara GO expansion to 
happen in time for the 2015 Pan 
Am Games. 

Local politicians were also 
advocating the idea when they 
travelled to Queen's Park for 
“Niagara Week” — an annual 
session when Niagara leaders 
can meet with provincial poli¬ 


ticians to lobby for support on 
local issues. 

Many local leaders saw GO 
as a key economic driver for the 
region, and were growing frus¬ 
trated with what they perceived 
as a cold shoulder from Queen's 
Park and Metrolinx. 

Businesses were unable 
to attract talent from outside 

Toronto, Diodati says. Brock 
University and Niagara College 
get passed over by students liv¬ 
ing outside the region, and local 
residents lose job opportunities 
outside Niagara. 

No amount of saying this was 
making a difference, however 

Diodati says part of the prob¬ 
lem was the fractured political 
message coming from Niagara. 

Instead of a pitch com¬ 
ing from the whole region, GO 
was part of a series of requests 
from several Niagara munici¬ 
palities. Grimsbywouldaskfor 
one piece of the puzzle, while 
St. Catharines, Niagara-on-the- 
Lake and Niagara Falls were 
asking for other parts. It gave the 
impression that while GO was 
on the radar, it wasn’t that press¬ 
ing an issue. 

"The problem is that if every- 


a priority,” says Diodati. 'We had 
to get on the same page.” 

By 2014 it was obvious Nia¬ 
gara had to come together polit¬ 
ically to become part of Metro- 
linx’s expansion plans. 

Led by then regional chair¬ 
man Gary Burroughs, the region 
and all 12 mayors issued a joint 
public letter saying that GO Nia¬ 
gara was their highest priority. 

During the Niagara Falls pro¬ 
vincial byelection, the may¬ 
ors issued another letter asking 
candidates where they stood on 
GO. 

Then in March, Burroughs 


said that with the support of 
council and the mayors, Niagara 
Week would focus on one sub¬ 
ject—GO. 

Although agendas were 
drawn up and meetings sched¬ 
uled, Niagara Week plans died 
when Wynne scuttled the legis¬ 
lature and called an election. 

The Liberal government 
returned to office, however, and 
the meeting at White Oaks was 
scheduled. 

Four days after that meet¬ 
ing, Ontario municipal elec¬ 
tions changed Niagara’s politi¬ 
cal landscape. Key players on 
the GO file, including McMul- 
lan, Niagara-on-the-Lake Mayor 
David Eke and Lincoln Mayor 
Bill Hodgson were defeated or 
did not seek re-election. Bur¬ 
roughs, the face of Niagara's GO 
efforts, was replaced as regional 

Bythattime, however, GO was 
utterly ingrained as a regional 
priority, even for new council 
members, Caslin says. 

"Everyone recognizes that 
GO Is a net benefit for the entire 
region,” says Caslin. 

St. Catharines' new mayor, 
Walter Sendzik, used GO as part 
of his election platform, and is as 
committed to the project as his 
predecessor. 

“GO is a game-changer, no 
question,” he says. “It really will 
connect Niagara to the larger 
economy of the GreaterToronto- 
Hamilton Area, which is how it 
should be.” 

As work began on the com- 
prehensive business plan in 
early 2015, Sendzik says no 
cracks in Niagara's united front 

“There certainly was never a 
moment that I can recall where 

stay at the table,” Sendzik says. 
“Everyone gets it” 

While the newplan was being 
put together with the help of 
a former Metrolinx consult¬ 
ant, a Niagara GO awareness 
campaign was launched that 
included rallies, web commer¬ 
cials and a letter-writing cam- 

The province was receptive to 
the report when it was finished 
in April, but sent back a list of 17 
questions. 

"We've been working very 
hard and co-operatively to 
answer those questions,” Cas- 

One of those questions had 
the potential to derail the plan 
— crossing the Welland Canal. 

Initially, the proposed GO 
schedule included a built-in 
20-minute delay to accommo¬ 
date the bridge being raised 
for passing ships on the canal. 


While clever, the solution was 

linx, which found the delay too 
disruptive to the overall train 

Caslin says talks with St Law¬ 
rence Seaway Management 
Corp. resulted in an amend¬ 
ment to the plan. GO trains will 
get priority if both a ship and a 
train are about to intersect at the 

As united as lower tier munic¬ 
ipal leaders are on the project, 
there are some dissenting 

Niagara Centre Liberal MP 
Vance Badawey says while he 
supports the idea, a GO expan¬ 
sion won’t happen until Nia¬ 
gara has its own frilly integrated 
regional transit system up and 

“The reality is, in my opinion, 
until we get an integrated tran¬ 
sit system in Niagara, GO won’t 
realistically consider Niagara as 

Technically speaking, regional 
transit is not a prerequisite for 
GO train service. However, the 
region is pushing toward a new 
Niagara-wide transit system, 
Caslin says. 

Both Sendzik and Diodan say 
they would be willing to dissolve 
their city's transit commissions 
in favour of a unified Niagara 
transit system, provided their 
communities still get the serv¬ 
ice they have today and other 
municipalities pay into the sys- 

The GO report itself says that 
“pieces have alsobeenput into 
motion to finalize a regional 
transportation master plan, and 
are pending favourable provin¬ 
cial decisions on GO rail expan- 

The plan is now completed 
and in the hands of the provin¬ 
cial government 

Metrolinx’s strategic plan for 
the next five years does not men¬ 
tion Niagara. However, Del Duca 
says the province wants to take 
advantage of new federal infra¬ 
structure dollars and expects to 
act sooner rather than later 

That said, he will not say 

be coming other than to say the 
province is moving as quickly as 

“Part of what I have to do is 
manage expectations,” Del Duca 

moving parts. Unlikely other 
regions, we are dealing with the 
Seaway and CN ownership on 
the lines. So we have to talk with 
them, and we are having those 
talks. But I don’t want to com¬ 
mit to a time frame and then 
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Always caring, never killing 



Southern-tier mayors luncheon a good gauge of progress 
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Mom thought he was dead 


Postmedia Network 


Edgar Latulip was 21 year 
old when he was last seen i 
Kitchener on Sept. 2,1986. 
Thirty years later, h 


a driver's licence or OHIP 
assistance. 

“If you really needed help, 
and you had support, and 
you went into an agency, they 
could probably make it hap¬ 
pen for you." 

Before he disappeared 
from Kitchener, Latulip was 
receiving a disability pension 
and living in a rented room 
in a home that provided 


he suffered the head injury. 
When he kind of woke up, 
things were a lot different for 

pendently” in the community. 
Sometime in December he 
began to remember details of 


“There are still some logis- 
:s that need to happen in 
e next litde while, and there 
a lot for everyone to proc- 


, life, Gavin s 

Latulip shared the informa¬ 
tion with a social worker, who 
Googled his name and took 
the information to the p 


Waterloo police have had a 
dedicated missing person 
unit and have been actively 
working cold cases over the 
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GRAND OPENING SPECIAL 
Haddock Dinner $4.99 + tax 

(Reg. $7.50) 


Two other locations to Serve You. 


Port Colborne 
Main & King 


St. Catharines 
Carlton & Vine 


www.iloveunionjack.com 
Try our Daily Specials 

Halibut • Haddock • Cod • Lake Perch • Pollock 
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* 28,001 $ 3181 


Visit Subaru of Niagara or subaruofniagara.ca for 

(Tteg) SUBARU 9 

.NIAGARA 

— looking after what matters — ^ 

905 934 -7829 | 375 Lake St | St. Catharines 


^jave a tree ! 


Please recycle your papefr! 


Kids Helping Kids week sheds 
light on children’s centre 


It's been Niagara Children’s Centre’s turn 
to receive a helping hand this week. 

Ihe 18th annual Kids Helping Kids cam¬ 
paign kicked off last Monday at Catholic ele¬ 
mentary schools across the region. Every 
year during the week of Valentine’s Day 
elementary students participate in activi¬ 
ties to raise money and awareness for the St 
Catharines centre. 

Students have helped raise more than 
$675,000 since the organization was 
founded in 1998. 

‘"Ihe annual Kids Helping Kids week is a 
special time at Niagara Catholic, to reinforce 
our messages to students about the chal¬ 
lenges some individuals face each day, the 
value ofindusivenessandthe importance of 
supporting those in need,” education direc¬ 
tor John Crocco said in a release. 

Carla Bianco, principal at St. Andrew 
School in Welland, said the campaign is a 
board event, but it is special to her school. 

“It involves our students, some of our stu¬ 
dents have been at NCC and have transi¬ 
tioned back here. So it is part of us," Bianco 
said. “Itteacheskidsempathyandthathelps 
withbullymg.” 

Gail Murdoch, a Niagara Children’s Cen¬ 
tre resource teacher, travelled to different 
schools educating students about various 
programs her centre offers. 

On Tuesday Murdoch spoke to students 
at St. Andrew about how programs have 
helped specific children in need. NCC pro¬ 
vides services for children and youths who 
have physical, communicative and develop¬ 
mental delays and disabilities. 

"I think students see children in the com¬ 


munity that have wheelchairs and walk¬ 
ers and look like they have special needs, 
but don’ttruly understand where they have 
come from, why they are needing assist¬ 
ance,” Murdoch said. 

Catherine Rocca, a Grade 7 student at 
St. Andrew, said she thinks money raised 
through school events go to a good cause. 

Anthony Legault, a Grade 8 student, said 
he thought the talk by Murdoch was impor¬ 
tant because it shows that everyone should 
be treated the same. He said some people 
will bully others with disabilities, but there 
are no differences between people. Ihe talk 
helps the students see that 

“I learned there are a lot of kids in need 
that need help to have fun and be part of 
daily life. I saw that they are obviously get¬ 
ting help and improving” Legault said. 




DIFFERENT is BETTER 

Isn’t it time you INSURE DIFFERENT? 



Mark Guilbeault & Associates Ltd 
Insurance Professionals 

220 Main St West, Phone: 289-836-7999 
www.insuredifferent.ca 
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Winger students learn 
the power of magic 


FRANKIIKEMAN 

PostMedia Network 

Winger Public School got a lesson in 
last Wednesday. 

Illusionist Claude Haggerty spent the 
day running a magic workshop for 25 
students, preparing them to put on a 
show for the school community Wednes¬ 
day evening. 

“Normally we ask for children who 
may not always get a chance to shine, 
so 25 shy children come in in the morn¬ 
ing and by 3 or 3:30 these 25 children are 
ready to perform that night,” Haggerty 
said. 


Learning to perform magic tricks and 
illusions helped him through the foster¬ 
care system and with a stutter when he 



kk 

I stuttered most of my life 
but I always wanted to be a 
magician, and I remember 
back in elementary school 
my teachers and principal 
helped me practice magic 
tricks so I could do them 
without stuttering.” 





Illusionist Claude Haggerty teaches a magic trick to Winger Public School students 
Megan Gibson, left, and Jairus Fair. 


Getting a handle on age-friendliness 


FRANKI IKEMAN 

Postmedia Network 


Port Colborne will be reaching 
out to members of the commu- 


The city was one of 56 across 


age-friendly needs assessment. 
“It’s all captured in this new 

pared for a large population of 
older citizens," said Pearl Paul, 
Port Colborne's age-friendly 
needs assessment co-ordinator. 
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HOT 

PRICES! 


we ad 


match! 


Guaranteed 

^ Se°Se S flyerfor S details. 


'JAKER 


CRISPY 

minis 


SAVE 87$ 


OVER HALF OFF! 


HALF PRICE! 


GIANT TIGER 

your saveoneverything store 




i—i. I Ci i \a/ II I Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 

200 Fitch Street, Welland Sat.8amto6pm.Sun.9amto6pm 

lEL®-** i giant tiger 


WATCH, PIN, POST, LIKE, FOLLOW OR TWEET 1 


Prices in effect until February 23 rd , 2016, while quantities last. 
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Livestock losses in barn fires causing concern 



The office of the Ontario 
Fire Marshal estimates that 
bam fires represent an average 
annual cost of more than $25 
million in Ontario. 

“These tragic incidents 
underscore the need for owners 
and operators to identify, and 
eliminate, potential fire risks on 
agricultural properties, includ¬ 
ing in their bams and stables,” 
said Ontario Fire Marshal Ross 
Nichols. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs recently 


BARN FIRE STATISTICS 


■ 2012:136 fire incidents, $16 million loss 

■ 2013:157 fire incidents, $31.8 million loss 

■ 2014:150 fire incidents, $28.4 million loss 

Fires at Ontario barns 

■ Jan. 5:43 Standardbred horses killed in a barn fire in Puslinch 

■ Jan. 14:13 Arabian horses killed in a barn fire in Mount Forest 

■ Jan. 17: Barn fire near Delaware kills 500 goats and 30 cattle 

■ Jan. 19: Barn fire in Parkhill kills nearly 2,000 pigs. 

■ Feb. 1: Barn fire in Elgin County kills 85 dairy cows 

Best practices 

■ Have a qualified professional complete assessments of all farm buildings and have electrical 
equipment inspected yearly by a licensed contractor 

■ Keep the area around heat lamps clear of clutter or bedding materials and only use heat 
lamps with the CSA or ULC label 

■ Check exposed electrical equipment for corroded parts and repair damaged fixtures or 
equipment as soon as possible 

■ Avoid storing fuels and chemicals such as gasoline, cleaning fluids or solvents inside barns 

■ Keep a fire extinguisher on hand and make sure a reliable source of water is available and 
easily accessible by fire departments 


Now Serving You in 3 Convenient Locations 

I Glenmount The Stone Centre GJenmoun 
Memorials St.Catharines 

I Port Col borne 209 Carlton Street 

14 Hwy 3 East 905-688-2477 

905-834-9587 





David Francey ? . 

An afternoon of stories anc 
songs from the Scottish- 
Canadian working man 



SUN FEB 28 @ 2:30 



W^XFirstOntario I ED FirstOntarioPAC.ca 

IS* performing arts centre | □ Box Office: 905-688-0722 


L St. Catharines 
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MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 56 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


Jeff Dunham 


bringing puppet 
party to Fallsview 


POSIMEDIA NETWORK 

It’s one puppet showthe kids 
will have to miss. 

Comedian JeffDunham and 
his cast ofill-tempered, wildly 
popular characters willdo two 
shows attheNiagara Fallsview 
Casino, May 19 and 20. 

Banked as one of the top¬ 
grossing comedians of the 
past decade, Dunham has 
sold seven million DVDs and 
notchednearlyabillionviews 
on YouTube with his ventrilo¬ 
quist act, which sees him voice 
unruly characters likeold man 
Walter andbeer-guzzlingred- 
neckBubbaJ. 

Tickets start at $75. 

Also appearing in May will 
be Christopher Cross, who 
owns one of the most domi¬ 
nant nights in Grammy his¬ 


tory. In 1981, Cross swept four 
majorcategories:Albumofthe 
Year, Becordof the Year, Song 
of the Year and Best New Art- 

HeTlbe part ofthe Songwrit¬ 
ers Series May 14. 

Tickets start at $40. 

BJThomas (Raindrops Keep 
Failin’ on my Head) plays May 
21 ($25), along with 3 Doors 
Down May 12 and 13 ($50), I 
TenoriMay4to8($35),Benzo 
Arbore&hisOrchestraMayl4 
and 15 ($85) and an extended 
runofLordoftheDance: Dan¬ 
gerous Games May 25 to June 
5 ($35). 

Ticketsforall May shows are 
onsaleattheFallsviewBox Of¬ 
fice and all Ticketmaster out¬ 
lets. 

Call 1-877-833-3110 or visit 
www.ticketmaster.ca. 




Checks; Lifetime Warranty; Lube, Oil, 


15% 0FFL$29 95 : 


RECEIVE $60 VALUE ON THE PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES 

AND RECEIVE $20 MECHANICAL LABOUR GIFT CERTIFICATE 

SAVE $ 40 ON A SET OF 4 
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$ 288°° 

$336°° 

$420°° 


Free installation & Balancing 
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Serena Pryne and Nick Lesyk, right, of Niagara band The Mandevilles, will be the 
acoustic openers for Heart and Joan Jett for 10 Canadian dates in March. 


Mandevilles to open 
for Heart, Joan Jett 


JOHN LAW 

Postmedia Network 

It's one thing to open up for a legen¬ 
dary band in the biggest venues you've 
ever played. 

It's another when you're opening up 
for two of your biggest influences. 

Serena Pryne, lead singer of Niaga¬ 
ra's Mandevilles, will be pinching herself 
next month when she finds herself open¬ 
ing up for two of her all-time favourites, 
Heart and Joan Jett. 

Pryne and longtime musical partner 
Nick Lesyk start a cross-Canada tour with 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductees 
starting March 7 in Abbotsford, B.C. 

“We've done one-off shows and some 
pretty big tours with really big bands, 
but Heart and Joan Jett is a step further 
than we've done before," says Pryne. "It's 
pretty massive. Everybody knows their 

Lesyk says the band's agent told them 
about the possibility of joining the tour 
last fall, with one catch: It had to be 
acoustic. That meant the whole band 
wasn't required. 

He wasn’t getting his hopes up. He says 

(“We were rebuilding for the 11th or 12th 
time”) after a fallout with former man¬ 
agement, and expected more bad news. 

Instead, Ann Wilson of Heart took one 
listen to Pryne’s vocals and made the 

Pryne and Riot will open 10 Cana¬ 
dian dates of the tour, ending March 21 
in Montreal. Cheap Trick will open the 
American dates. 

singer has borrowed a page or two from 
Jett and Heart’s Wilson sisters. 

'‘They’re the real deal, especially Joan 
Jett,” she says. “Just the way she looks 

amazing to look at, (and) the raw power 
chords and guttural vocals... I love that. I 


really gravitate towards that because it’s so 
real with her. 

“And Heart, first of all both sisters are 
incredible musicians. I can't wait to hear the 
Wilsons play live. Ann Wilson's voice is bang 
on. If you saw that Zeppelin tribute they did 
not too long ago, that blew my mind.” 

Even as an opening act, these will be 
among the biggest shows ever for the 
Welland band formerly known as Oliver 
Black. Venues on the tour include Mon¬ 
treal's Bell Centre and Winnipeg's MTS 
Centre. The closest date will be March 20 
at Toronto's Sony Centre for the Perform- 

The Mandevilles released their latest 
album, Windows and Stones, in 2014. 

If there’s a downer to the good news, it’s 
that three members of the band — drum¬ 
mer Brett Bendo, bassist Waylon Glintz and 
guitarist Taylor Laslo — won’t be able to 
take part But Pryne and Lesyk will retain 
the band name for the tour. 

go, but it’s also really good for the band 
because we're still going by The Mandev¬ 
illes,” says Pryne. “We have to look at it in 
the positive even though we can’t all be 
together doing it.” 

Like Lesyk, Pryne was dismayed with 
the band’s fortunes of late before getting 

“I didn’t think it was going to happen, 
even though I don't want to think like 
that,” she says. “When we got it, it kind of 
breathed new life into me.” 


john.law@sunmedia.ca 
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Without United Way... 

"our programs simply 
. wouldn't exist" a 


Help fund more than 30 local programs. 
Your donation stays here, 
helping 1 in 3 people in Niagara. 

Please give... it's easy and helps so many. 

Make a first time donation! 

Receive a Blue Star Gift Card & see your 
donation matched by the Clark Family. 

Make a Leadership Gift! 

Your donation will be matched by Milan 
Plentai of National Bank Financial! 

Visit us online or call to donate! 

800 Niagara Street, Welland, ON L3C 5Z4 
www.unitedwaysouthniagara.ca 
905.735.0490 

Ignite Possibility in Your Community 
Please give generously. 


Thank You To Our Lead Campaign Sponsors 

Trivium rational b ANK 

| Industries FINANCIAL 



CountryRQ 

Today’s Best Count ry! if if 


LET’S ALL DO OUR PART! 

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 
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DSBN centre helping refugees return to class 

mm 

Posti 
Theyar, 




We have been welcoming students here from 
around the world for a number of years at the 
centre. And we continue to work with outside 
agencies to help support the students.” 

Superintendent John Dickson 


iney are tnuaing into me , ial reception and integr a- 
school system, some with tion site f or incoming yo s ung 
little English, others with Syrian refugees and their 
months of no schooling. families. 

A District School Board "W^g'vc found they , ve 

these Syrian refugees adjust honeft," Dickson said. "I 
to their new world. think they're just relieved to 

Superintendent John (behere)." 


Stamfords 

Fireplaces SflyiNGS J 


EVENT! 


SALE ENDS FEBRUARY 29™! 


ENVIR0 E30 
GAS INSERT 

KOZY HEAT LAKEFIELD 
GAS STOVE 

MAJESTIC 300 DVB 
DIRECT VENT 

*,^2999 

^*2499 

*Jl999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

reg. $2699 Save $200.00 

reg. $2399 Save $400.00 

VALOR 739 JLN 
GAS INSERT 

MAJESTIC OXFORD 
GAS STOVE 

KOZY HEAT TRF 
DIRECT VENT 

w.*2999 

reg. $3299 Save $300.00 

V//2399 

reg. $2699 Save $300.00 

w/3299 

reg. $3599 Save $300.00 

MAJESTIC PATRIOT 
DIRECT VENT 

**sh999 

reg. $2399 Save $400 00 

MARQUIS 
SOLACE 3318 

Installed 

*^*1899 

reg. $2199 Save $300.00 

KINGSMAN 

HBDV3624 

Jum 

reg. $2699 Save $200.00 


BOOK YOUR END OF SEASON 
CHIMNEY SWEEP NOW! 

APRIL & MAY 

BOOKINGS $100 tax, 

ftpniTO IT Til ffl I ■! I>(i li H7i fi l 1 IJIlfilU I iflfiT? OTMU ■Ml til?\II4F IF 

StamFords^ 

lIREPLACES 905-356-2922 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 6 PM • SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM 


quarters, has bee 
since 2007. Over me years, 
it has registered more than 
2,700 students to ensure 

guage learners get the sup¬ 
port they need. 


to help co-ordinate the 


schools and a half-dozen 



"And w 


ental hea 




REFUGEES 
AND NIAGARA 
CATHOLIC 


Niagara Catholic District 
School Board is prepared 
for Syrian student 
refugees. 

Education director John 
Crocco said his board 
is using its Settlement 
Workers in Schools 
program “to engage our 
students'families and 


integration into our 
communities.” 

Niagara Catholic's 
English as a second 


ss students' English- 


work 


ith outside agenci 
help support the students." 

Among the help for new 
students are settlement 
workers in schools and 

Additional Arabic speak¬ 
ing volunteers are available 

Islamic Society, including 
a DSBN teacher and staff 


post traumatic s 
der support. 

At its elementary schools, 
flexible English as a second 
language and English liter¬ 
acy development program¬ 
ming supports English lan¬ 
guage learners. 

DSBN secondary schools 
also offer three ESL/ELD site 
schools in St. Catharines, 
Niagara Falls and Welland, 
with associated school cred- 


Brandie Lancine, DSBN 
consultant for cultural and 
linguistic diversity, said one 
of the biggest challenges 
with supporting the refu¬ 
gee students is they have 
typically been out of school 

assistance is likely needed 


Crocco said. 

It also supports 
teachers to provide 
differentiated instruction 
for English-language 
learners, and to students, 
to ensure the instruction 
they receive supports 
English-language 
development and other 
learning needs. 

“Students within our 
Niagara Catholic schools 
hail from 110 countries 
around the world and 
speak 57 different 
languages," Crocco said. 

“The inclusiveness and 
diversity of newcomers 
into Niagara Catholic is 
an enriching experience 
for all of our school 
communities, and truly 
represents our assertion 
that all are welcome.” 


transitioning into a new 
and unfamiliar educational 
environment. 


said. “They are in regular 
classrooms and we are sup¬ 
porting them in different 

the classroom teacher, they 
also have a supporting ESL 
worker beside them,” Lan¬ 
cine said. “And our settle- 

are very, very involved with 


of school as well.” 
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Genie winner McCarthy 
joins Foster Festival 


Postmedia Network 

The inaugural Foster Festival season 
has added another prominent name to 
its acting ensemble. 

Canadian film and stage star Sheila 
McCarthy joins the cast of the world 
premiere of Norm Foster's Halfway to 
the North Pole, which opens Aug. 10 at 
FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre. 

She joins the previously announced 
Darren Keay, Marla McLean, Lisa Homer 
and Helen Taylor. 

The play is set in Stewiacke, N.S., 
where four lifelong friends meet each 
day at a restaurant. Their routine is inter¬ 
rupted by a Toronto doctor who has 

While taken aback by the brashness of 
the Maritime gals, he starts falling for the 
restaurant's waitress. 

McCarthy has won two Genie Awards 
for film, two Gemini Awards for tele¬ 
vision and two Dora Awards for thea¬ 
tre. She stars as Sarah Hamoudi in the 


also appeared as a reporter in Die Hard 
2. She was most recendy seen as Connie 
Hendrix, the mom of clone Alison in the 
series Orphan Black. 

She was married to Canadian actor 
Peter Donaldson until his death from 
cancer in 2011. 

“We have assembled a dream team of 
performers for our inaugural season and 
now, with Sheila McCarthy joining the 
company, I wake up every day pinching 
myself,” said Foster Festival artistic direc¬ 
tor Patricia Vanstone. Our audiences are 

The festival launches lune 15 to luly 2 
with Vanstone and Foster himself star¬ 
ring in On a First Name Basis. It's fol¬ 
lowed luly 13 to 30 with Melanie lanzen 
and Jamie Williams starring in Here on 
the Flightpath. 

Foster is one of Canada’s most success¬ 
ful playwrights, with an estimated 150 
productions of his work across the coun¬ 
try each year. Part of the festival’s mandate 
is to offer a brand new Foster play each 










ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FRI., FEB. 19 TO THURS., FEB. 25,2016 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 


St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 
St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Grimsby 36 Main St. E. 905-945-9400 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 


Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. r3 0P 

Prices of products that feature the MAX special logo are exclusive to registered M&M MAX customers. Simply present your 


Multi-award winning actress Sheila McCarthy. 
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A time to celebrate 




BUY« f SELLMRflDE ^ 


Canada Games bid 
pondered for region 
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Basics 


ALWAYS 
MORE 
FOR LESS 


Community 
keeps giving to 
Cosentino family 




toonies 

for tummies 


SHOP. 

DONATE. 

REDEEM. 



THANK YOU TO OUR TOONIES FOR TUMMIES SPONSORS. 
BE SURE TO LOOK FOR THEM IN-STORE. 


A Toonie is all it takes to feed a hungry tummy, www.groceryfoundation.com 


Q 


j 

imm 
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Niagara Region is gathering 
public input regarding 
redevelopment of its long-term care 

Plans are underway to replace 
three of the Region's eight long¬ 
term care facilities that do not 


on nursing homes 


in St. Catharines. 

To gather information about 
Niagara residents' priorities and 
preferences for how and where 
long-term care services are 
delivered, a telephone survey will 
begin today. 

Conducted by public opinion 
research firm Pollara, the survey will 
run until the end of the month. The 
company will also conduct a series 


of focus groups on the subject. 

A similar online survey, open to 
anyone interested in participating, 
will be available at niagararegion.ca 
by the end of next week. 

Public input will be used to 
assist the Region's long-term care 
redevelopment task force as it 
develops options for replacing the 
three facilities. 

The surveys and focus groups will 


build on consultations that regional 
staff and task force members have 
been undertaking with other service 
providers, community partners and 
stakeholders. 

Results of the research will 
assist in development of service 
delivery options, including potential 



on service 




SHERK 

TIMBER MART 

"Lumber merchants since 18/0" 
333 Davis Street 

(next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ONL3K1Z5 

Phone: 905 - 834-4541 
Fax: 905 - 834-5100 


LAMINATE 
FLOORING SALE 
$1.09 sq/ft 
(reg1.29sqft) 



J.SNEEK PLUMBING 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

250 Kent St. Port Colborne 

905 - 834-6333 

i graham@scccomputers.com 
\ www.scccomputers.com 

ft 

-— . . .. , - && 


How will you be AFFECTED? 

* 


RENOVATIONS/ADDmONS 
WATER BACKUP SYSTEMS 
FULLY INSURED/GUARANTTEED WORKMANSHIP 


m 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical In: 


Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 



TEMPERATURES 
ARE FALLING 

E mm v a, CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE ON A 

^ ^ FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGE 

>VWE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS 

" ‘.MAIN fENANCE • FURNACES • AIR CONDITIONING 

BOB REID 

Heating & Air Conditioning Residential - Commercial 

905 - 892 - 7787 


Reach Over 

20,000 Readers! 

WITH YOUR MESSAGE 
IN THIS SPACE 

For Only $25°° Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.503260 
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Leisure Loft board game cafe part of a new downtown Welland spirit 




Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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Thinking^^ 

about Ways^ 

Recycle ^ 

We are too 


Please 
recycle this 
newspaper 
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% CARDNALKIA 


A dealership experience you can count on. 


The power to keep up with active lifestyles through the cold Canadian weather. 


Redesigned to be sleek, strong, 
and adaptive to your needs, the 
2016 Sorento has elegantly 

* sculpted surfaces, more cabin 
space, and an exquisite 

_ wraparound dashboard for 
distinctive appeal. From finely 

* crafted seating to intuitive and 
' advanced technologies, it's the 
i car you drive to seek out 

* adventure in style. 


autoshow bonus 
CASH D|SC0UNT 


THIS MONTH, BRING IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT TO RECEIVE 

$500 WORTH OF KIA GENUINE ACCESSORIES 

WITH YOUR ALL-NEW KIA PURCHASE. 


¥ CARDNALKIA 


e 1999, Niagara's first, most trusted & largest Kia dealership. 

ne home Niagara, to the dealership that treats you like family. E||M^ P 























